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Starting Sequence  
A 3-minute sequence will be used as follows. 

Warning�� Class Flag; 1 sound���� 3min

Preperatory�� Code Flag P is raised; 1 sound�� 2min

One-Minute�� Code Flag P is lowered;1 long sound� 1min

Starting�� Class Flag removed*; 1 sound�� 0min

*succeeding class flag will be raised at the start of preceeding class

to give a 3-minute sequence

Course Descriptions����

T� Triangle S (1 2 3) F���

TM� Triangle Modified S (1 2 3) F���

W� Windward Leeward S (1  3) F���

WM� Windward Leeward Modified S (1  3) F���

O� Olympic (Triangle-Windward-Leeward) S (1 2 3 1 3) F���

OM� Olympic Modified S (1 2 3 1 3) F���

Sail the Buoys in Parentheses According to Numeral Displayed on Course Board���

�

Examples����

T =� S (1 2 3) F�� T2 =� S (1 2 3 1 2 3) F

Course layout: T, W, O Course layout: TM, WM, OM
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Class Flags
May be substituted with flag 
bearing class logo

Racing Area  
Approximate course placement

A

B

S

South Wind:

Modified start in "S"

Mark #1 in "B"

Mark #3 in "A"

North Wind:

Modified start in "S"

Mark #1 in "A"

Mark #3 in "B"

East and West Wind:

Mark #1 thru #3 in "S"

Come Within
Hail

Blk/Yel

L

Abandon

Wh/Blue

N

RACE SIGNALS



   

Commercial Traffic:
•All yachts must give right of way to commercial and government vessels.  

•No yacht shall pass between a leading WSC committee boat and such traffic while leading the traffic.  

•Committee boats leading such traffic will be a reasonable distance ahead of the traffic in order for the 

operator to see the WSC boat.

•Four sounds will announce the presence of commercial or large vessels that will pass through the 

racecourse.  A yacht may use any means of propulsion to clear the hazard provided that:

� A) The yacht did not improve its position by using other means of propulsion and,

� B) A written explanation is provided to the race committee within 30 minutes of the last yacht �

� completing the last race of the day.

P Preparatory
signal.

AP over A Races not
started are postponed. No
more racing today.

I Rule 30.1 is in
effect.

Z Rule 30.2 is
in effect.

Black flag. 
Rule
30.3 is in effect.

The meanings of visual and sound signals are stated below. An arrow pointing up or down (          ) 
means that a visual signal is displayed or removed. A dot (•) means a sound; dots with dashes (• - - - •) 
mean repetitive sounds. When a visual signal is displayed over a class flag, the signal applies only to 
that class.

AP Races not started are
postponed. The warning
signal will be made 1 minute
after removal unless at that
time the race is postponed
again or abandoned.

AP over H Races not
started are postponed.
Further signals ashore.

AP over a numeral pennant 1– 6 Postponement of 1– 6 hours from the scheduled starting time.

Abandonment Signals

Postponement Signals

RACE SIGNALS

N All races that have started are
abandoned. Return to the 
starting
area. The warning signal will be
made 1 minute after removal
unless at that time the race is

N over H All races are
abandoned. Further
signals ashore.

N over A All races
are abandoned. No
more racing today.

Pennant 1 Pennant 2 Pennant 3

Pennant 4 Pennant 5 Pennant 6 

L Ashore: A notice to
competitors has been
posted.

Afloat: Come within
hail or follow this boat.

M The object 
displaying this 
signal replaces a 
mark.

Y Wear
personal
buoyancy.

Blue flag or
shape. This race
committee boat is
in position at the
finishing line.

(no sound)

S No later than the warning signal: Sail
the short course.
At a rounding or finishing mark:
Finish between the nearby mark and
the staff displaying this flag.

C The position of the
next mark has been
changed. 

Other Signals

Course Change Signals

First Substitute General recall.
The warning signal will be made 1
minute after removal.

Recall Signals

X Individual recall. 

Signals Before the Start


